Shining through: the humor and individuality of persons with Alzheimer's disease.
1. Elders with diminished levels of cognitive functioning are capable of providing meaningful, consistent responses that illustrate individual expressions of self. 2. The demented elder's history and experiences may provide important clues to understanding his or her current behaviors, verbalizations, and perceptions. 3. Humor may be used as a therapeutic intervention for persons with dementia and as a coping strategy for caregivers.